Interprofessional SimBaby Workshop
A one day interprofessional SimBaby workshop was held in Queen’s University Belfast (QUB) on 10th October 2007.  The aims were to share experiences of designing, implementing and evaluating SimBaby teaching and learning within medical and nursing undergraduate curricula.  In addition, the participants were given the opportunity to obtain practical experience in producing and using their own clinical scenarios to deliver interprofessional SimBaby teaching.

The workshop was organised by a team from the Centre for Excellence in Interprofessional Education (CEIPE) at QUB and was led by medical and nursing educators, supported by research and administration staff.   HEA provided funding and delegate packs, and Laerdel were able to provide additional SimBabies to allow all participants access to the manikin in the practical sessions of the workshop.
High-fidelity simulation of critically ill children has been developed by the CEIPE team as an interprofessional learning tool for medical and nursing students at QUB. 4th year medical students in their paediatric attachment work together with final year children’s nursing students to assess and manage a ‘child’ with conditions such as bronchiolitis, meningitis or cardiac failure. Students rate these sessions very highly, often describing them as the most useful part of their module. The facilitators have observed significant improvements in interprofessional teamworking and communication skills during the 2 hour SimBaby session. 
A barrier commonly acknowledged in interprofessional education is the issue of timetable incompatibility and, particularly where medicine and nursing are concerned, large numbers of students.  The facilitators hoped to demonstrate that the interprofessional model they have developed can be used effectively for large numbers of students from different disciplines and that the development of an interprofessional simulation team is both desirable and relatively straightforward to achieve.

Participants in the (oversubscribed) workshop included 24 medical and nursing educators from tertiary and district general hospitals across Ireland. After an overview of the features of SimBaby and how to programme it, and a review of the implementation of IPE within the curriculum to date, the participants worked in interprofessional teams to write clinical scenarios suitable for undergraduate or postgraduate learners. These scenarios were tried out later in the workshop. Feedback was given on the realism of the simulation and whether it facilitated interprofessional learning.
The workshop received a very positive rating from the delegates with overall agreement that their main objectives in attending the workshop (gaining a broader insight into the learning environment created within the simulation sessions attended by students; learning about SimBaby and associated learning and networking opportunities) had been achieved.  Delegates found the ‘hands on’ nature of the workshop very beneficial, in particular the afternoon session when they had the opportunity to write a scenario, programme the SimBaby and see their scenario played out.  Workshop participants also highlighted interprofessional education and learning as one of the most useful aspects of the workshop.

Based on the success of this first workshop, there is the demand for further events such as this.  As a direct outcome of the workshop, discussions regarding the acquisition of other SimBabies in locations across Northern Ireland to facilitate the expansion of interprofessional learning and workshop are already underway.  The workshop facilitators are very grateful to MEDEV Subject Centre for their support in enabling us to take this successful project forward.
