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Discipline Snapshot:

Psychology
· Psychology one of the most popular subjects next to Business, Art & Design, and Nursing according to 2007 NSS.

· 9406 undergraduates studying in 2007 

· Psychology is the scientific investigation of mind and behaviour looking at how people think, act, react and interact

· Common misconceptions: psychology is mind reading, just common sense and just about doing therapy with people 

· Psychology includes many subfields for postgraduate study: Clinical, Counselling, Experimental, Neuropsychology, Cognitive, Social Psychology, Forensic, Education, Organisational, Health, Sport and Exercise Psychology

· Three year programme – leading to psychology degree but not typically psychology career. 80% of graduates to work outside of psychology

· Clinical highly competitive – unpaid placements required

· Becoming a professional psychologist requires postgraduate study

· Heavily focused on research and scientific approach:  requires an independent research project of all undergraduates

· Fights against being viewed as a non-science.

· Recent emergence of the use of qualitative methods research – new to many academics.

· Statutory regulation?

· University  and BPS / Health Professions Council relationship

· Issues regarding accreditation

· Very active community of practice particularly in newer universities

Challenges in psychology education

· Changing regulations

· Employment preparation and opportunities for graduates

· Lack of qualified mental health professionals due to strict guidelines of BPS
· Lack of access to clinical experience for widening participation students

· Increased demands on NHS and shorter or alternative types of postgraduate training opportunities
· Many academic psychologists have solid backgrounds in learning, memory, group processes and possibly more 
· Teaching not always a priority

Good practice suggestions for working with psychology educators

